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CHAPTER II

KIBBUTZ EREZ

Pacifism: Conscientions Objection to War

The Palestinian intifada (since 1987) and almost a quartcr of a century of
international condemnation of the Israeli oceupation of the Golan Heights, the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip (since 1967) have made a great diffcrence.
Resistance to the drafl in Tsrael today, namely rejection of military service m the
post-1967 occupicd termitories, is no longer an individual expression of
conscience, It represents a critical social movement at the margins of Israeh
Tewish settler society of which Yesh Geva! (There s o Border/Limit) is the best
koown organization in the West '

In Tsracl, conscientious objection, pacifism, rejection of war as & cnime againsl
humanity remains an individual statement of conscience * as it was since the
establishment of the stale in 1948, But now it is no longer regarded as
treasonable stafement of conscience us 00 wos earlier, In the mid- 19505 when
Ammon Zikhroni rejected the drafl on the busis of constientious objection, he
had to declare and endure a4 hunger-sinke for one month before the authenties
would negotiate a settlement of his demand for exemption from military service
! When | took a position of conscientious objection 1o the drafl in the early
[ 9605 1 could pegotiate a practical settlement without having o resort
muesurnes oo prolonged hunger-strike 1o press my point. And T was ool
stigmatized as preudo-psychiatrically ‘permanently unfit for military service’. On
the other hand, palitically motivated resistance to the draft, as in the case of
Ciiora Meumann who in 1972 resisted the drafl on the grounds of objection to
serve in the oceupied termitorics, cntailed prolonged terms of imprisonment *,

The progressive de facto acceptance in Isracl of political drafl resistance, and
individual conscientious abjection over four and a hall decades since 1948
reflects the convergence of a number of developments. The establishment of the
Israeli branch of the War Resisters' Intemational drew support sbroad for
conscientious objectors and draft resisters. The cumulanive effects of successful
individunl struggles, have made successive cases easier to fight * . There has
hcen a progressive corruption of labour Zionist ideological fanaticism, And the
truth ahowt the establishment of the siate of Israel and the expulsion of the
Palestinian people from their homeland in 1948 has been publicized.
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CROSSING THE BORDER

Istael emerged oul from the 1948 war as a society and polity with a black hole of
bad faith at ils centre. The Palestinian Arab sociery was interwoven with the
develomng setiler Jewish society throughout the years of the British Mandats
adlministration {1922-1948). This remained the case despite persistent efforts hy
the Zionist settler institutions 1o institute segregation under the twin hanners of
'Nehrew Labour' and the 'Conquest of Labour'. Everybody who was adull m
248 knew why and how most of the Palestinian Arab population had
disappeared, In the territonies that came under Tsraeli sovereignty there had heen
some HHLIO0 old and young, men, women and children mtermingled with the
tabric of the Jewish society. They had been personal friends, neighbours and
colleagues at work as well as enemies in all, or m zlmost all, walks of hfe. But
most of them were no longer there when the cessation of hostilities was
formalized by the 1949 armistice apreements between Israel and its four
neighbouring Arab states: The Palestinian-Arab populaton ef a dozen Arab and
mixue Arah-lewish cities a5 well as some 400 villages in the territories that came
uneler Tsrachi rule and occupation atter 19448 were gone. They had been forcibly
enpelled and terronzed by hornfic repeated massacres and they had fled 1o
protect their children and families. Allegation that they left on orders fram their
leaders 15 a lie (no such orders were issued, see footnote no 7 helow)

On 29 November 1947 the United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution
L8] by a two thirds majonty recommending the pamition of Palestine into twa
states, There was 1o be o Jewish State (approximately 57 per cent of the territory
of British Mandate Palestine) and an Arab State (approximately 43 per cent),
with economic union and Jerusalem as o corpuy separamem under 1N
administration. The Resolution was careful o secure the legal status of bath
Arab and Jewash inhabitants in their prospective stutes. Resolution 181 included
mportant constitutional stipulations, identical fir both proposed states. They
were to be bi- national states. All Arsb inhabitants of the terntories allocated 1o
the Jewish state were 10 become Jewish stute citizens and all Jewish inhabitants
of the Arab stite were 1o become Arab state citizens. In the termtories allocated
by the UN 1o the Jewish State there were in 1947 some 600,000 Jewish
inhabitants and 600,000 Arab inhabitants. This demography was not acceptable
to the Zlonist leadership of the Jewish community in Palestine. Their stuggle
was 10 establish in Palestine a Jewish stare with a puaranteed demographic
Jewish majority - not a Fewish minority in an Arab state, nor @ Jewish minority
Ina constilulionally hinational { Arab or Jewish) sate.

"Amimg ourselves’, wrote loseph Weitz, key architect of the
-
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Ziomist colonization in Palestine, in 1940, [It] must be clear that
thera is no place in the country for both peoples together .. With
the Arabs wa shall nol achieve our aim of being an independent
people in this small country. The only solution 15 Lretz Israel
[the Land of Israel], at least the west pant of Eretz Istael, without
Arabs .. And there 15 no other way but 1o transfer the Arabs
from here to the neighbounng countnes, transfer all of them, not
one village, or wibe should be left, and the transfer must aim at
Irag, Syria and even Transjordan .. (Josecph Weitz, "A Solunon
1o thee Reflugee Problem: the State of Israel With a Small Arab
Mimority', Davar, 29.9.1967, quoted m Davis & Meavinsky,
Docurments froun lsrael; 1967-1973, Ithaca Press, London, 1975)

The establishment of the State of Israel was declared on the day the Rrilish
Mundate ended n Palesime, 15 May 1948, despite Arab and Palestimian
opposition. The Palestiman people and the League of Amb States failed to sec
e justice of UN General Assembly resolution 181 allocating sovereignty over
mwire than half the terntory of Palestine to a third of its Jewish population under
Zionis| leadership.

Under the leadership of David Ben Gurion and the coalition of lahour Zionist
parties the Iseacli army used the 1948 war hosulities as a cover to implement the
integrated strategic I'lan Daler, This was o national calamity for the Malestiman
people, resulting in the radical changes in the demography of the temtones
under Israeli control and bringing the compisition of their population ¢loser 1o
Zionist values, What happened to the Palestinian people in 1948 was a cnme
apaingt humanity. An entire people were expelled from their homieland. They
wure lerrorized by massacres such as Deir Yasin and Duswayma or were torcibly
removed as in Bisan, Others fled, feaning for the lives of their children as in
Sl

<o We did not always suceessfully fee the 1est of Jewish ethics,
ot which we were proud: the purty of arms, Recently | ran
across a letter dated 8.1 1 1948 which reads us fullows:

I wish to submit 1o you an eye-wimess repon given t me by a
soldier who was in Dwwayma on the day followmg its
vccupation ... The man is one of us [member of the United
Workers' Party - Mupam] ... He opened his heart 1o me because
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there are not many hearts these davs that are willing o listen. Tle
artived in Duwayma immediately afler its occupation. The
conquering army was Battalion 89 ... They killed some £0-100
Arabs, women and children. The children were killed by
smashing their skulls with clubs. There was not a single house
without dewd, The sceond wave of the army consisted of the
Ballalivn of the soldier who gave this evewitmess report ..

In the village there remained Arab men and women who were
put in the houses without food or drink. Then the sappers came
to blow up the houses. One officer ordered a sapper to put two
old women into the Touse he was about 1 Blow up. The sapper
refused and said that he would ohey only such orders as were
handed down o him by his mmediate commander. 5o the
oflicer ordered s own soldiers to put the old women in, and the
alrovity was carried out. Another soldier boasted that he had
ruped an Arah woman and then shot her. Another Arab woman
with a dav-old baby was emploved in ¢leaning jobs in the vard
.. she worked for one or two days i the service, and then she
was shot, 1ogether with her baby ... Cultured and well manncred
commanders whe are considered good fellows . have tumed
mto low murderers, and this happenced not in the storm of the
battle and blind passion, but beeause of 2 svstem of expulsion
and annibilution, The fewer Arabs remain, the bemter .. (Lval
Kalkafi, 'A Ghettn Atitude in the Jewish State', Davar, 6
Seplember 1979, quoted in Un Davis, fsrael An Apartheid
State, Zed Books, London, 1987, pp 7-8) ",

The Tsrachi political and military leadership knew of the overull and pervasive
seale of the erime, Military units kiew of the crimes commilted in their area of
opwrations. Civilians leamed of the crime through the nermative of frends and
relatives and through the appropriation of the spoils of the crime. Kibbuizim
appropriated the tarming lands of their neighbouning Arab villages, Privare cirus
plantation owners ook over the orange groves of thoir former Arab parmers,
lewish shop owners appropriated the shops of neighbouring Arab shopkeepers.
New Jewish immigrants and veteran residents occupied Arab homes and flats
and seized furniture. Most of the appropriation was done officially through the
Custodian for Absentees Property and dismibuted among vanous insttutions of
Ziomst settlement the Jewish Apency, the lewish Matonal Fund and the
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Histadrne, A lot was taken by kibbutz sentlements, individual farmers and eity
dwellers and sanctioned legally after the event.

Cvervbody, or almost cvervbody, knew. And almost evervhisdy joined a
covenant of silence, which became the institutional advocacy of the Matomic Big
Lie". This lie was closely associated with the oratory of Abba Fhen as Israel's
Represemative at the UN and subsequently Forelgn Minister. Tle insisted that the
Palestinian people werg nol eriminally expelled by the Israeli army from their
homeland and alleged that they departed at the behest of their leaders

AL the most basic moral level pacifism has a legitimate argument, If war is a
erirmie wpaimsl humanity, 7% 10 et e case tht every individual is morally obliged
not [osupport any kind ol war wnd o steve for the removal of all couses of war?
Bl in Jsrael less than bwe o decades aler the 1948 swar during which
approsimately | oper cent (6,000) of the Jewish populstion (650,000) were
casnalties, pacifism was regarded not just as heresy but as outright treason, T all
Jewish citizens of new |srael became pacifists who would defend the s
against the Palestinians and neighbouning Arabs countries” A pacifist in Israc|
was cither an unprincipled moral coward or an ideclogical mator. An
unprincipled moral coward because he or she, in the view of the detractors,
could afford the 'luxury' of poeifist convictions only because others were
puarding and defending the borders und ensuring his or her satery against the
Arab coemy. Moreover, sothe misguidied argument goes, any pacifist who was a
mosrally principled person, would be unable v ignore the selfevident uth of the
case apainst pacifism i Ismael. Thus, the only remmmning explunation s
idealogical treason, Needless to say that i terms of this argument, any
suggestion that pacifism may be a legmmate point of view in a demaocratic
society was dismissed without a second thought

I knew that | was not unprincipled. | had armved at a position of conscientious
objection w war, precisely because | followed the line of principle consistently. |
knoewe that Towas not 8 moral coward, | had stuek w0 my principles against
considerable opposilion at home, gpainst ridicule and vecasional verbal abuse at
school, and apainst the real threal of long-lerm unprisonment in military jail. |
also knew 1 was not an ideological traitor. | was not opposed 10 the existence of
the state of lsragl, neither was | opposed to the continued existencs of the state
o Tsracl a8 8 Jewish state. For my peneration of Israeli Jews, the first generation
t hepin their education in Tsreeli elementary schools, history hegan with the
eslablishment of the State of Isracl, It was a direct extension of the sovereign

4]



CROSSING THE RORDER

kingdoms of Judeah and Isracl 2001 years before, Almost 2000 vears of Jewish
diaspora history, as well as 2000 years of Palestiman Christian histary, and
nearly 1500 vears of Palestinian Muslim history were pormaved m our official
and unefTicial educalion in lerms of the 'present-absentee’. They were there and
then they were nat there, They had no viable exastence in their own right. They
exisled only as vehicles for the histonically mevitable establishment of the
minlern Sate of Tsrael as the state of the lews. The existence of Jewish diaspora
communitics made sense i Zionist historiography only as human resources for
the filure Tewish state, The indigenous Palestinian people were viewed only as
femporary’ custodians of the land until such tioe as the ‘true’ owners armved 1o
FEsSWME Possession,

T was innooway intellectually or otherwise equipped to question or challenge all
this. Bt since the Zromst ethos presented in this way was so patently positive,
there remained the question of why the Arabs had become the enemy of this
laudablbe aned manifestly good thing, the state of lsrael, the 'only democracy in
Thes Miclel le Fast’,

I lound it impossible o accept the standand Zionist answer that the Arabs, like
all gentiles, were inheremtly anti-Semitic and sought 1o destroy anything Jewash,
especially everything thut wus good and Jewish, This was contrary 1o the basic
and fundamenta] values inculeated into my moral swareness by both my parents
that gl] humun beings are human beings, There are good and bad Arabs, 'just as'
there are goed and had Jews, pood and bad Germans and good and bad people in
every sewiely,

S0 if the Arabs were just as bad and pood as the Jews - why were they so
opposed o the Jewish state?

Add Jt was ot that point that T was compelled to read up on the early history of
the state of Ismel and pick up the enrical leads closest 1o me which were
bequenthed o me by my father. These were the writings of the Berit
Shalomilhud dissenting group and the work of Mahatma Gandhi. This was
reinforced by the coincidence of having as & family neighbour in Hersliyahe
Pituah former pacifist Aubrey Hodes, a Zionist disciple of Martin Buber and
comiributing editor to New owtlook at the time, He fist introduced me to the
philosophical writings of Martin Buber. His home with Rhoda and their children
was my first imtellectual station. 1 was not toally solated *.
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Betore the reform of Israeli education in the late 1960s which introduced the
intermediary division for 12 to 15-vear-olds into the state school system, lsrael
followed the standard Eurcpean classification of elementary (seven 1o 14 years)
secondary (14 wo 18 wvears) ond tertiary (higher education at universities and
other institulions). | was a precocious pupil and moved from the sixth form at
Brandeis clementary sehool straight 1o the final eighth form. Our neighbour was
Shulamit Alont, then a lcacher snd subsecquently a bawyer, Knesset Member,
leseder of the Movemnent for Civil Righis and Peace (Rale), and cabinet minister.
She eoached me durmg the summer of that year 1o Tacilitate my entry from sixth
to eighth form, llaving skipped one year at clementary school, 1 entered
secondary school Tikhon lrom A {Mumicipal Secondary School A) in Tel Aviv
one year vounger than the rest of my class.

The nwve 1o the secondury school in Tel Aviv separated me from my sixth form
schiol love, Rachel Kutner, who lived in the neighbouring settlement of Nof
Yam. Woe continued sceing each other while 1 did my last (eighth) form at the
loeal Drandeix clementary  school, kissing sceretly (she had  wonderTully
developed breasts) in the pine wood next to the schoal. Once T was at Tikhon
Ironi A we ceased to be an "officially’ recognired couple but 1 still loved her
desperately. A year later she moved 1o Tikhon lladash (The New Secondary
School) also in Tel Aviv, and we often took the same bus, | used 10 look for her
and make eye contact. 1 would save her a seat next to me on the bus: We became
an "olficisl' couple again in my last, or next to lost vear at secondary school. We
used Lo meel at my home (1 hod iy own room) or of her home (she had her own
o), We would make exeursions W the Wadi Falig nature reserve 1o look at
the: rare Purple Tris, o protected Aower found in the Wadi Faliy dunes. But our
fvonrite spol as a teenage couple was in g hidden parrow ravine carved by the
rainwater from the soft sandstone (kurkar) rdpe overlooking the white sirip of
Sayvidna All sand beach, We spent hours there in our swimsuns, hidden from
the world. We iraced with our paze the exquisite and complex fine horzont|
patterns of the frapile sandsione ribs. They were like the under-side of a
mushroom, sculpted m the walls of the ravine by water and wind. We admired
the delicate glistening spider webs, We teased the ant-eating insects (neuroptera)
ot of their coneshaped depressions in the sand, We kissed. We nechked. We
petted. But we did not have sex,

In the second or third vear of secondary school all classes were sent for one

month of pational serviee (Sherul Leumi) o help with ggriculiumal and fanm

work on horder kibbule settllements, My class in Tikhon Troni A was sent o
-
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Kibhutz Gadot on the northern harder with 8ynia. We worked, weeding out and
thimming the cotton fields. Rachel Kutner's ¢lass in Tikhon Hadash was sent o
Kibbutz Lrez, on the border of the Gaza Sirip, There she had an affair with a
veteran kibbutz member. | believed the affair had involved full sexual relations
and I was crestfallen. [t wasn't. Many years later | learned from her that she had
run away trom sex on that occasion. 1 developed a strong interest in biology.
biological science and discoveries. | read voraciously the biographies of
scientific discoverers like Pasteur and 1 sought to follow their example. 1 took
the bivlogy option in secondary school,

Muost Tewish pupils fake ther final secondary schonl matneulation (Bagrur)
exammations at the age of 18 before immediate recrmtment to compulsory
military service. | graduated trom secondary school with distinction at the age of
17 " and announced that | would resist the drafi as a consciennous objector,
Parental agreememt i wnting was needed for early recruiiment to the army at
17, and 1 had made clear, both m interviews with the Manpower Livision at the
Ministry of Defense and in writing, my mtention to resist the dratt, Predictably |
wis ol recruited imanediately afler my praduation and T registered instead o
study hiology at the Hebrew Umversity om Jerusalem. T owas piven student
accommudation al the Universaty "Salisiana’ student hosiel in Muosrara &, o sience's
throse from the conerete wall which had divided the ey sinee the 1949 armistice
apreements between Tsrael and Jordan. 1 successfully completed my Brst year ut
the Department of [ology at the Tlebrew Universiey. To continue [ had to apply
for deferment of compulsery nmubtary semace. The army had a scheme known as
Anderdy Agadomair (Acadenuc Conningent) which allowed secondary school
graduntes ot the age of 18 10 go directly 10 university. But they had to give an
undertaking w serve in e anny os professionals in the officer corps.

T wis a pacifist, opposed 1o military service on principle. There was no way |
condd apply to comtimue my studies an the Hebrew University apainst such an
undertaking,

Alter completing my first year of biology | began a series of interviews and
negotiations with Mr Zvi Cohen [11] at the Manpewer Division of the Ministry
of Detense in ha-Qiryal, Tel Aviv, | agreed 10 & compromise. | was a pacifist,
but not & vegetarian. [ was in principle opposed to war, 1o vielance and to killing
people, but not to shooting and killing of animals for food. [ was not opposed 1o
guns themselves, but to the pun as an instrument of war, Under the terms of the
compromise, | would submil w0 the law and do two and 2 hﬁlf}'fm‘ ol national
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serviee. Morcover, T would wear uniform as a soldier in the IDF. The army
authorities, for their part, would recopnize that for reasons of conscience 1 was
opposed to the gun as an instrument of war, and | would therefore be exempt
during my basic raining from dnifling involving use of human-shaped targets,
After basic traming, | would train as a medic

Tn Uniform

T was miohilized in the summer of 1961, My basic wammng caused no parnicular
problems. My exemption Trom drilling was officially sanctioned, and so was
accepted by both commanders and Rellew recruits, Mine was the only gun
without a bayonet, and T vividly recall hins appalled 1 was by the savagery of
bavonel training agamnst straw dummies. from which 1 was exempl. T was
nonetheless a conscientions soldier. 1 prided mysell on being ough and T dud
well in exercises and long treks on foot, T was respected by commanders and
fellow recruits despite my pacifism. And | bhked gun framimg agonst sguare
Lirgets,

Towards the end of fwe months basic training ot Traiming Base (Bahad) 4 in
sarafand, | asked foran inferview with my Commander, Graduation from basic
traimmg is symbolically loaded and 45 centered around the wking of an oath of
allegiance on the Bible and the pun, | asked 1o be exempled from the ceremony,
explaining that 1 could not, a8 a pacifist, swear allegiance w the army and Lo the
stote. | was refused and ordered 10 join my unit. The ceremony is held at night. 1L
wag 1961, It would be six years betore the Istach occupanion of Last Jerusalem
expelled the hundreds of fanilies from the Mughrabi quarter and razed their
Iames o the pround inooeder W clear the massive plaza betfore the Wailing Wall
where the lsrueli paratrooper gredugtion ceremonies would take place. My
praduation was held o the drilling grounds of the Sarafand army camp. The
pronmds were T by lorches - large cans stulTed with cloth and soaked with oil, |
wak ty march in with the rest.

The entire unit was assembled and our commanders stood Tacing us next Lo o
table stacked with bibles, The torches were set alight. The unit was ordered 1o
attention. The oath was read owt loud and clear, and the name of each recruit was
then read out one by one in alphabetical order. As the names were read out, gach
soldier replied 'l swear' or, if they chose, °l declare’, As my tum approached |
was white with tension and must have been shaking like a leaf. | had asked for
exemplion o evade catastrophe. But it was denied and | knew whart | had 1o do. |
expected everything to collapse shout me,

-

45



CROSSING THE BORDER

My name was called. Einend yakhol le-hishava' (T cannot take the oath) [ replied
clearly, T waited for all hell to bresk loose and total pandemonium. Nothing
happened. Aller 4 briel hesitation, the next name was ealled. The ceremony
womtinued undisturbed, We all lined up 1o take our Bibles, and [ was handed
mine without comment, | sull have 1t, with the emblem of the IDF printed in
mald on its black plastic cover and my annotation on the inside cover dated 9
Movember |56,

Alter basic training | was sent to the Gudra military Headyguarters for posting.
Given my record of pacilism and vpposition to gun training at secondary schoal,
[ was unlikely to be posted (o paramilitary training at a secondary school. The
next training course for medics began i a few months. Meanwhile | was posted
W the Cradng supply branch and was sent as canteen master to the Gadng tent
camp operation for secondary school puptls at the construction site of the new
development town of Arad.

I loved it. I enjoyed the routine wips with the anmy supply trucks lo Beer Sheba,
I liked the wips with Gudng sceondary schoo] campers o BEin Gedi on the shores
of the Dead Sew. Tinvited my mother on one tnip, She would love to come, she
suid, W picked her up in Beer Sheba and ook the bumpy patrol road to Arad,
conlinuing on o Ein Gedi, My mother sat in the front cabin of the supply truck, |
subal the back with the provisions, Maother brought me a present of my favourite
poppy-seed cake, | pebbled it down to her delighted protests before we arrived
in Lin Gedi. She climbed all the way up 1o the Ein Gedi head waterlull
regardless of her arthritic knee.

Enowing that my job as canteen master was lemporary enabled me to enjoy it 1o
the fall. ©de mot koo 10T would have liked 1 had | been assigned to it tor the
entire teeme ol my compulsory serviee. | opressed o join the first available
medical training course and 1 was duly semt 1o the two-months course at the
Surafund army camp, With my background m biology, | did well, After finishing
i conrse in August 1962, | was assigned as a medic o Gadne Headguarters
and sent W run the clinic ar the Gadma traming base at Sedeh Boger in the
Megey,

In Sedeh Boger | pursued my anterest in botany, which had developed during my
first year a4 a hiology student a1 the Hebrew University. | began a collection of
dried desert flora (which 1 still have). A fellow serviceman who had a keen
inferest in desert zoology set up a small reptile 200 in the base and |
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enthusiastically helped him. 1 used to visit my second cousin twice removed,
Rafi Rotemt (Rath). TTe had lefl Kibbutz Magal with huis family to join the
experimental deserl agricullural farm headed by Hebrew Liniversity Professor
Michae! Even-Ari at nearhy Shivia. | often wemt for a swim, alone or in
company, at the fresh water fountain of Ovdat in the Wadi Tzin below Sedch
Boger. All this, punctuated by trips (o Beer Sheba, desert tours to Makhiesh
Raroon and driving the base command car (without o Ticence). all combined to
make my seven months' service as a medic in Sedeh Boger very emoyvable.

But the irony of my situation did not escape me. | was serving as a0 miedic in the
Gt army unit, This was the unit assigned to running para-military training ot
Jewish secondary schools in Tsrael - the very taining from which T had been
exempted at the demand of my Tather,

While | was in Arad 1 first read Ayn Rand's The Fowntainhead and subsequently
Atlis Shrngged. 1 was deeply affected by her writings, and especially by her
erphasis on moral consistency and individual ethical miegrity. It was reading
Ayn [and that made the contradictions mherent in the compromise of being a
pacifist in uniform and @ medic with the Gadna increasingly trnsparent. This
was made even more evident when | became formally affilisted w the Tsrach
Branch of the War Resisters’ International. While at Arad T wrote o the
Manpower Division at the IDF Headyuariers (copy to Mr Zvi Cohen st the
Ministry of Defense) asking to replace my service in uniform with altermative
civilian service, | pressed my case. | was nlerviewed and persisted with
reminders, Finally a reply came sometme afler 1 owas transterred to Sedeh
Hoger. The 1DF refused 1o replace my service in uniform with alternative
civilian service.

| knew what | had to do. | packed my military gear and asked for an interview
with the base Commander Seren Urd Shalitn, | handed him a formal letter with
my Kefar Shemarvahu address and told him that the army could always reach
me there, | then walked out of the hasc,

The following four weeks were the most difficult in my life up ull then. | stayed
al home, pottered around the garden and kept mysclf busy with various chores
such us pulling a fresh coat of paint on my mother's wooden bedroom cabinet, |
livised inw state ol constant terror, dreading every sound of approsching footsteps
in case it was the military police coming 10 pick me up. Every time | called Zvi
Cohen at his office in the Manpower Division of the Ministry of Defense | was
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advised to return to Sedeh Boger. My mother thought that this was precisely
what | should do. An agreement is an agreement and should be honoured, If |
was unhappy with the compromise, it was (oo had. This was no reason to break

it, she argued,

The army let me stew at home for a month after which T technically became a
deserter. The military police then came to take me 1o the military detention
statrom #l the Tleadquarters in ha-Qiryah, Tel Aviv, T was remanded for 24 hours

I was taken to Zvi Cohen and informed that Kibbutz Frez on the border of the
Ciaza Strip was willing W take e on a civilian Shalor basis. Shalar, acronym tor
Shernd fe-lo Tashinm (Scrvice without Pay), was a general arrangement the [DF
had made with kibbuty setilements and other establishments deemed to be of
natonal impertanee, Teoassist with their manpower requirements, the [DF
agreed W place gquolas of soldiers with them. The salary of the recruit was paid
by the army at the usual army rate which, for men and women on compulsory
military service, was 2 foken sum a that time.

The next day 1 was on the bus for Kibbuts Frez

Kiblbute Eree

There wis u personal connection between Ketar Shemaryahu and Kibbutz Ercz.
Ruth Elsasser of Kefar Shemaryahu had married one certain Zvi Nishri and
joined Kibbuty Frey some years earlier.

In Lirex | was a sensation and guickly hecame a pariah. Erez was a typical lsraeli
horder kibbutz. Palestiniun incursions from the Egypnan-contralled Gaza Strip
were o serions motter. Nut all of them were armed guemlla operations. Most
were aimed at stealing valued agricultural equipment such as the collapsible
aluminium irvigation lines wsed m Frez for sprnmkler imgation of their vast
cotton fields [ 12]. | refused to 1ake part in armed guard duties on the kibbute For
me the culogy ol the lale Maoshe Dayan at the tfuneral of Ro't Rutenberg killed by
Palestindans at nearhy Kikbutz Nabal-Oz m 1956, a few months belure the Suez
War, said it all:

Let us not today fling accusanons at the murderers. Who ure we
that we should argue against their hatred? For eight vears now,
they sit in their refugee camps in Gaza, and before their very
eyes, we tum into our homestead the land and the villages in
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which they and their forefathers have lived ... We are a
gencration of settlers, and without the steel helmet and the
canmon we cannot plant a tree and build a house. (Quoted in Un
avner, tvrael Withow Zionists, Collier Macmillan, London &
New Yaork, 1971, pl54).

My presence in any circle, casual or otherwise, inevitably led to discussion aboul
the topic of resistance to the drafl, 1 was consiantly drawn into interminzhble
ideological discussions on the rights and the wrongs of adhering to pacifism in
lsrael, On one occasion, in response to my msistence that the Palestinians do niot
have in he our ernemies, one veteran kibbuty member lost patience. He pulled me
by thie bianel and suid:

'Come, 'l show vou why he Arabs have to be our enemies, must be our
enemies, can only he our cremies ..., and he ok me 1o the eucalyplus wood on
the edge of the kibbutz, ‘Do you know what this 157, he asked. This is a
cucalyptus wood', | answered. No', he said, 'these are the remmns of the
Palestinian village of imra, over which the cucalyptus trees were planted. Do
you know where the villagers of Dimra are now? Without waiting or a reply, he
wenl on, "They are refugees across the border in the Gaza Strip. The only way
they will not be our enemies is 1f we allow them to return . Then why not let
them retum ', 1 asked intotal innocence

The glance he threw at me could mean only one thing: | was a hopeless case.

In Frize 1 really started to do some systematic reading: Gandhi, Fischer's
biography of Gandhi, a lot of Buber and regular muilings from the War
Resislers' International (WER1) head offices in London. Even before | joined the
mevement, 1 had contacts with leading members of the lsmueli Section of the
WRI, The Sceretary of the Israeli Section, Yeshazyahu Toma Sik U lived in
another parl of the country (he was the Secretary of the Alonei Yitzhag youth
villape at the time) But | visited Nathan Hofshi (one of the founders of the
lsraeli Section) at his smallholding farm i Herzlivah, not far from my home
villape of Kefar Shemaryahu, [oalso visied Abraham Lisod at his home in
neighbouring Moshay Rishpon, and Dr Jacob (Lmest) Jaros (Jaroslawsky), a
homeopath who was my father's family physician and was active in the
arganization,

Shatar was only one channel through which the lsraeli arguy support the
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manprwer requiremnenls of nationally important’ establishments. Nahal (Voo
Helwetzi Ladenr) (Fighting Pioneering Youth) was another. All Ziomst political
partics have their separate youth movement orgamzanons. Any member of a
youth movement who wished to devote their lives 1o a Ziomst pioneerng career
in border kibbutz settlements are recruited as discreet nuclel e the Nakal
Command of the army at the age of 15,

They are given a combined military and agricullural training during their
compulsory military service. For their agricultural traiming they are often placed
with yeteran kibbute setllements alfliated 0 ther political partres. After
compulsory military service, Mahal nucler of each Zionist party pobtical youth
movement are brought together to start a new kibbutz or join an exasting new
kibbutz on the front-line of Ziomist colonization,

It s almost impossible o establish an independent Kibbutz in Isracl. Land for
settlement is pareelled oul sccording to party political criteria (key) in proportion
e the relative strength of the Zionist parties in the Zionist Congress and the
Iseaeli Kpesset. The bigpest Ziomist party  pets from the Tsmael  Lands
Administration the bigpest portion of land for settlement. Kibbutz senlements on
these Tinds are then popolsded by graduates of the Party’s youth movement, and
strengthencd by Nahal groups drawn from of the same youth movement,
Kihbhuty Frew was affiliaed o the lsraeh Labour Pamy and s Kibbutz
Federation (fned ha-Keviezor ve-ha-Kibburzim (Union of the Kevutzah and the
Kibbutz Sertlements), now renamed fa-Temi'ah ha-Kibbuezic fa-Mewhedet
(Lergperme) (United Kibbutz Movement). It drew its Noha! contingents from jis
youth movement Ha-No'wr fa-"Ched (Working Youth), There wis o Ha-Nogr
Ae-Chveed club in Ketlr Shemaryahu, and Buth Elswsser of Kelur Shemaryahu
may have come w Kibbuty Eree throogh this route.

A Nalwad proup arvived in Kibbutz Frez sometime after my placement there. My
prescnce wis {(of course) an arraction, and one evemng | was invited to join
them dt o Kimsivz, the Hebrew vemnacular for camptire. Pamcipants sit in a
circle talking, singmg and roasting potatoes, omions and sometimes illegally
procured meat, pinched, for instance, from the kibbutz chicken batteries.
Decause | wag there the conversation inevitably umed to pacifism. At one point
i1 the diseussion one particularly large and bullish Naha! soldier lost control zm:j
tuned his big red bearded face W ome

"You seriously mean tw el me that you would not respond to viglence by force
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even il you were attacked”, he said threateningly. 'Yes', [ answered. "Well, let's
see', ho said.

He pot up. T remaincd scated. He walked towards me. T still remained seated. |
wis determined nat to fght back so it was no problem for im to pin my
shoulders to the ground, sit on my belly, put his hands around my neck and
begin to strangle me. T was resulved net to meet violence with force. Soon my
legs and hands began shaking with the tremor of asphyxanon.

"What are you doing? Let him go!’, the people in the circle screamed v panic.
They jumped to their feet and pulled him off me.

I had won the argument (the power of non-violence compelled the others 1o
intervene), The story spread like wild fire through the Kibbutz, and the meident
gained me grudging respect with the amazed Nubal group and throughout the
Kibbulz, T was defintely not a coward, smd my pacifism not a ratuonalization for
conardive,

In Lirez | was first pul (o work with the kitchen dishwashing muching, a massive
conveyor belt which serviced the communal dining hall. Kibbute dining halls in
the early 19605 were run on s self service cafetena basis. But as Kibbuls
setilements became wealthier their dining halls were rebult to good hotel
restaurant standards with corresponding menus, During my stay there, Kibbutz
Frez must have had a population of a few hundred members and foreign
volunteers, The kitchen required considerable munogement, It involved
gverseeing the purchase, supply and warchousing of perishable and non-
perishable food, cmploying kibbutz member cooks and meeting mealtime
deadlines, Tt was a branch industry, and the manager was Comrade Moshe
liphradi

Comrade Lphrati could not reconcile himself 1o my pacifism and mude his
hostility clear from the start. As is often the case in small, ideologically intense
groups, the conflict of views translated into personal animosity. In the con fined
space of the knchen, working the dishwashing machine placed me tor the whale
working day under Lphrati's eontral. Harassment was mevitable, | med to ignore
it at first, then to reasom with him. Finslly | complained 1o the Kibhutz
Secretariat, but all to no avail. Ths harassment would stop for a day or two and
then resume with renewed vigour. T had to devise my own defense and |
discovered a course of action wlich proved to be immediately effective.
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Kibbutz Erez was a collective enterprise affiliated 1o the Israsli Labour Pary,
committed 1o socialist but not Marxist values. The ideological stumbling hlock
of all labour Zionist kibbute selilements was the guestion of hired labour, They
were ideologically commilled (o self-sufficiency and sociahst eguality among
kibhute members, Hired labiur was a fagrant vielabhon of the primeiple of self-
sullicieney, and opposition (o 1 was a comerstone of kibbutz official rhetoncs.

Yet, all kibbutz settlements, after an mnifial period of self-sacnitice and ascenc
pioneering poverty, wanted a middle class standard of living and hifestyle for
their members, This could not be done without employing Cexploiting’ in
libbutz socialist jargon] lired lobeur. The cheapest source of labour avarlable w
the kibbute were volunteer workers: They worked in retum for food, pocket
money and shelier, often living in the poorly mamtamed housmy discarded by
kibhule members who had moved 1o new ats. But volunteer labour bas never
heen cnouph i meet kibbutz needs becaase o s not always i adeguate supply,
I has always been necessary for the kibbutz to reennt cheap wage labour from
neiphbournng  underdeveloped  Omnental  Jewish  towns  and  impoverished
Palestimian villages. Citen a kibbutz would hire fabour from the same Palesunian
villages whose expropriated lands the kibbute was now cultivating.

The resull in wll kihbote setlements was an inherent ideologieal double-hind
willy the ineviluble wnderlying hysteris, In conformily o kibbute lsbour Zionist
idcalopy hranch managers were called Rakar or Meraker ('Coordinators'), The
worst insult do a kibbutz branch manger was 1o call kim (or her) 'Boss’, precisely
hicause this exposed the fundamemal underiyving hie of the kibbutz as a socialist
enterprise, Far from being a socinlist society, it 15 a sertler society. It s not a selt
sulficient commumity bul a capitalist community run as o limited liability
company where each shareholder (member) is entitléed 10 one fcttious share
[ 1]

In response W persistent harassment by Comrade Fphran | decided 1o address
him as 'Boss's ddar Ephrati: ves, Boss, no, Boss: please, Boss: may |, Boss,

Within a week | was asked whether | would like to work somewhere else on the
kibbutz, | chose fadha (owtdoor farming), and | was placed with Shelomoh
Flgavish, the Coordinator of the kibbutz cotton agribusiness.

Shelomoh was @ Holocaust survivor, We quickly became personal friends, and
kept in contact for many years afier | lefi the kibbutz. He was single, and resisted
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all subtle and less subile match-Muking attempts by the kibbutz formal social
welfare managers and informal sowial do-gooders. The kibbutz urged him 1o
have a major tooth repair job (at kibbutz expense) to improve his looks, which
he stubbormly resisted. He was sexually very altracled (o 8 good-looking brunetie
German woman volunteer who was at the kibbutz al the time, but 1 do not think
she relurned his interest, and she eventually left

As Manager of Kibbutz Eres cotton agribusiness he was n charge of the
implementation of the industry’s husimess schedule: ploughing, sowing.
irrigativn, insecticide spraying and machine picking. [ was soon placed in charge
of Trrigation. Shelomeh insisted supervising the acral insecticide spraying
personally, There was something macabre in seeing him clad i protective gear
(and sometimes without it) directing the low-flying aireraft over the fields: a
survivor of pas hundling uas,

My ideological radicalization continued. | was deeply influenced by my reading
in lirez, especially by Buber's article "What Is To He Done™

I decided to respond to Buber's call What i 1o he done? If you
mean by this quéstion, "'what 15 one 1o do? - there is no answer.
Ome s ol 1o do anything. One cannot help himsell) with one
there is nothing 1 begin, with one 1115 all over. TTe whir contents
himsel [ with capluining or discussing or asking what one s to
doy talks and Tives In o vacuun.

But he who poses the question with the carnestness of his soul
on his lips and means, 'what have 1w do? - he i5 taken by the
hand by comrades he does not know, but whom he will seon
beecome familiar with, and they answer (he listens (o theu
wamnderful reply and marvels when only this folliews):

"ou shall not withhold yoursell’, (Buber, "What |5 10 He Done’
(1919, fointing the Way, (Edited and Translated with
Intraduction by Mauriee Fricdman) Harper Torchbooks, Harper
& Row, New York & Fvanston, | 963, p 109)

As a token of my resolution not to withheld myself, and 10 surrender myself
completely to Truth, 1 embraced the name Rodef Emer (Truthseeker) | went
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through the burcaucratic firmalities of adding the name as a third official first
pame Lo the lwo riven (o me at hirth,

Some 10 years later [ heard the following story from writer and Member of the
Palestine National Council, Edward Said, Professor of Comparative Titerature ar
Columbia University, Manhattan, New York;

The Bubet family were tenants of the Sad's i Jerusalem. They rented their
house in the wealthy mixed Arab-Jewish Talbiyvya Cuarter from Edward Sud's
Lather, Somuetime towards | 948, a tenant-landlord dispute erupted between M
Said and Professor Duber and the case was waken 1o the British Mandate court.
Buber lost the case, and had to leave the premises.

At the door after returning the keys (o Fdward Said's father, Duber turned round
and said: Mr Said, you just wail. T will be back’.

The | H48-49 war broke out. Talbiyya was ceded (o Israel in the 1949 [srael-
Jordan armistice agreements. The Said family became refugees in East Jerusalem
and thewr properties in Israel were vested with the Isrueli Custodisn for
Absentees' Property.

lmimediately afler the war, Buber was a5 pood as his word, [e retumed 1o 1ake
residence in the Suid house in Tulbiyyas, as 4 tenant of the Custodian, He lhived
there Tor the rest ol his Bl This may be why he wrote i 1954

| have accepted ns mine the state of Isracl, the Torm of the new
Jewish community that has arisen from the war. T have nothing
in commaon with those Jews whe imagine thut they may contest
the tactual shape which Jewish independence has taken. (Martin
Buber, 'lsrael and the Commumd of the Spit’, Terael and the
Wenrdef, Stockimen Books, New York, 1963, p 257),

When Edward Said visited Talbiyya i 1992, 30 vears after his family left as
refupes in 1948, he found that the house served as a residence of the
Internutional Christian Embassy, and as a center of fundamentalist pro-Zionist
Christian aclivity,

Ioining the Israeli branch of the WRI mede me aware of an anarchist pacifist
tradition, ot opposition to military service nol just for reasons of gonscience, but
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hecause of opposition to the slale and to any compulsory national service, let
alone compulsory military service. | gradually came to accept the radival pacifist
arpument which opposed the nght of the state to recruit any of 115 cilizens for
any service whatsoever, m parncular military service.

I July 1963, T contavted Zvi Cohen for the second time in 12 menths this time
to inform him that Tintended to vielate the second compromise negotiated on my
behalt, Propelied by my newly discovered anarchist pacifist radicalism, I
planned to leave Kibbute Erez before completing my term of altemative civilian
SEFVICD.

1 wo liom werse to worst. 1 find that [ systemancally take
seemingly accepted values whose truth and existence |are faken
lor bee] axiomatic, dissect them to their coniponent parns, break
them and dissociate them from therr contest and re-assimilate
them ancw. Values whose truth 1 had sceepted unul hitherto
withoul sy guestion and engquiry, | now negate, ala very great
cost 1o mysell, including at the cost of vielanng agreements and
submitting statements, which, a few months later T discover |
cannot honour ... . The state has no right to impoese upon (ks
ithabitants threugh lewishation specific work. If the state i truly
interested in cerain works, then this is done, i states that are
ot totalitanian, m one of twi ways

(ot Too call for volunteers (accompanicd  hy  extensive
educational aetion), (b) To offer such anractive conditions of
lahour that will drsw people 1o these works (expressed primarily
i improved pay conditions) ... At the nme [ aceepted in full
awareness the right of the state [1o conscripr civilian lubour in
liew of military service]. Now | do not. [Excerpts from letter Lo
Zvi Cohien, 23 lulv 943 [15]]

My mother was furious, 'If you leave Kibbuts Fres before your ime 15 up', she
warned me, 'wou cannot return home',

1 left five months hefore finishing my two and a half years' compulsory national
service, | rented a toom in the neighbouring town of [lervlivah and moved in
there with my dog. T got 4 job as & manual worker at the Par-Am collon ginners
and linters mill in the Hereliyah industrial park. In the primary process, the
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machinery at the mill separated cotton fibre from seed and packed the fibre in
bales. In the secondary process, the fibre fluff was separated from the seed.

It was wimler and in the [detory yard large sheets of tarpaulin were spread over
the meuntains o bales and unprocessed seced to protect them from the rain. The
tarpaudin was kepl down with bricks. On one occasion | was on the top of the
ncribain catehing the hricks thrown at me o place on the tarpanling | missed
v brick, Chit me mn the middle of the forehead, and 1 was taken to the nearby
howprita] for w-ray ane stitches: T am 56l proud of the scar: the svimbal of my
worker's credentials,

This time | was sent to see the military psychiame panel. To my surpnise, | was
ol elass ed as mentally unfit for military service, The panel recommended thar
my service and compulsory reserve service should be postponed for twa years. |
wits sued an end of compulsory military service cemificate listing as the reason
for release "end of service’ and ratimg my behaviour as ‘satistactory’. My nulitary
health profile remamed unaltered (the highest 97), Eventally my file was
transterred to KM70, the cotegory, | later learned, for persons who are subject w
compulsory annual reserve service and who are not called 1o do reserve service,
such as Members of Parliamem or senior government ofTicials cie. That s where
it was 1o stay. 1 was neither called 1o complete my computsery military service,
net 1o do reserve service,

Bt these formalities were not concluded withowt the pain of another arrest,
apparemtly  in error. While  my  papers were being processed  for the
postponement, the Mililary Police were ordered o oarrest me at work on the
afternoon of Wednesday 13 November 1963 1 was bundled out with the mwo
books 1 had brought with me twowork (Russell, Has Man o Fuoure? and Magnes,
Life Al Natienns?) and taken o the Military Police hase in ha-Qiryah, Tel Aviy
where | was detained foe the night. Sinee [ refused, as a pacifist, 10 make use of
anything military, | refused 10 use the martress in my cell, and spent the night on
the cold Moor, 1 also refused food (army ranons) and drink. The next morning
(Thursday ) T was formally charped with desertion and sent 1o Military Prison Mo
4 in Saratund, | wag told that if | persisted with my boveett of army foed and
drink, 1 would be force-fed, All this, however, brought my case into sharp
burcaucratic focus and 1 was informed that | had been arrested in error. [ was
given money so that | could eat at a civilian restaurant cutside the compound, |
agreed to ease my boycott of mattress and blankets while wailing overnight in

-



KIBBUTZ EREZ

jail Tor my release papers the next day (Friday). The papers arrived and | was

released.

1 ksiew what 1 wanted to do, T wanted to study Amabic. But Talse knew that T did
hot wish to commit myself 10 a three-vear University degree course in Arabie.
So 1 tumed to Aubrey Hodes for contacts and advice. Aubrey know of the
imminent opening of the Institute for Asian and African Studies at the United
Worliers' Party - Mapam seminary at Giviat Havivah (lHavivah 11l was named
after Havivah Reich [ 16]). It ran a 12 month programme in Arabie language and
cullure,

l1e approached Simhah Flapan, Tditor of New oulook and head of the Arab
section of Mapam, and armanged for my admission to the frst November 1963
class at the new Institute, As 1 was not a party member, and did nol intend
become a tellow traveller | insisted on paymg for my fees and board. Tt wiss nol
cheap at ILT00 tor the three-semester course,

Wilhin less Dan o venr T had a good working knowledge of literary and spoken
Arahie,

I had crossed the linguistic border.
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MNotes:

1 Yesh Grevid, Gevel Ag-Tziver (The Limits of Obedience}, (Ldited by Yishai &
Dina Menuchin), Siman Qeriah Books, Tel Aviv, 19%5.

2 Sce Un Davis, Marlin Blatl & Paul Kleinbaum, Dissent & ldealogy in fsrael
[ B48- 1973, Thaca Press, London, 1975,

3 Zikhrom, as other pacifists in the [4950s, was exempt on pseudo-psychiatmc
grounds as ‘permanently unfit for mulitary service’ (known by 15 Hebrew
acronym fer Kgf Tof (acronym for &l Kasher Temid) reducing hus mlitary
liealth profile to 21 {on a scale of 100). In Israel, in addition to the stigma, such
exemption entails unteld practical nusery. At almost every pomnt of contact with
Uee authorities it is necessary to produce one’s military service 1D, Reduced
health profile on this 1D entailed near insurmountable obsiacles in obtaming a
driving licence or getting gainlul erplovment. Zikhroni studied law and opened
his o Togal practiee in Tel Avive Tromeally, after the 1967 war, Sikhroni
hecame a Zionist and abandened his pacifism. 1Tis military health profile was
uperaded and he was recruited 1o the army where he did his reserve senvice 1n
the army’s legal department. He joined Un Avnen as founding member with
others of the Israeli Council for Israeli-Palestinian peace. The Council sought
and obtamed an Israell count statement certifving s bona  fide Lionst
credentials,

4 Martin Blatl, Urd Davis & Paul Kleinbaum, Op Ci

5 see Unl Davis, Martin Blan & Paul Kleinbaum, Dissent & Jdeology in Jsracl:
Roststance by the Draft J948- 1973, thaca Press, London 1975,

O Lavar is the official Hebrew dodly of the labour Zionist controlled Histadrug
General Federation of Workers in the Land of laruel, Dawayma, prior to s
destruction in 1948, was a large Palestinian Arabh village some 17 Kilometers
west ol Hebron with a population of approximately 27000 In 19335 Kibhute
Amalaiyah wis cslahlished on the site by @ nueleos of Tsraeli-hom Tews and new
Anglo=Saxon Jewish immiprants, The serilement has since altered 1= status from
A eollective kibbutz o that of a co-operanve Moshay. | am indebied 1o Bd lsrael
Shahak for the reference.
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7 The lie had been exposed by Walid Khalidi and Erskine Childers already in the
early 1960s, and had been totally demolished by publication of new research on
the early history of the state of Tsmeh

Wahd Khalidi, From Haven to Conguest, Tnstitule of Palestine Studies, Beirut,
1971,

Erskine Childers, “The Other Exodus', Spectater, 12 May 1961, reprinted in
Walter Laqueur ({vd), The [fsraefi-drab  Reader, Penguin/Pelican,
Hamondswaorth, 1970, pp. 179188,

Michael Palumbo, The Pafestinian Catastrophe: The 1948 Expulsion of a Peaple
Sfram Therr Homeland, Fober & Faber, London, 1957,

Simha Vlapan, The Burth of Jsrael: Myths and Realities, Croom Helm, London,
1987,

Benny Maorns, The Birth of the Palestine Refugee Problem, 194 7-1949,
Cambridge University Press, Cambndge, 1987,

llan Pappe, The Making of the Arab Israeli Conflics, | B Tauns, London, 1992,

Nur Masalha, Expulsion of the Palestinians, Institute of Palestine Studies,
Woashington DC, 1892,

%. Aubrey Hodes was a South African Jew who immigrated o Isracl in the
19505, [le hepan his life in lsrael s a pacifist. At the time | made his
acquaintance he had abandoned pacifism. Obsessed by the thought that he mighl
die before leaving behind him for posterity a solid literary hentage, Aubrey leil
Israel in the late 1960s 1w dedicate his life o what he considered to be his
voecation: writing, | met the Hodes family in London in 1974 at their cosy mididle
class apartment in |lampstead. In lsracl Aubrev earned his living as a llebrew
press monitor with the American Fmbassy in Tel Aviv, In
London he worked as a teacher at a special education school. He complained
bitterly. He had lefl lstae! 1o the UK to extricate himself from time ¢onsuming
political commitment in order to write, and the limitations on his time in London
were hardly reduced, Somenme after 1974 Avhrey lefl his family with a young
woman, maybe in the hope that he would be freed of the limitations imposed by
famnily life and would be able to devote more rime 1o his writing. -
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O T s1ill have in my lihrary at Kefar Shemaryahu the complete set of 'Agnon's.
wirk priven 1o me al the school graduation ceremony with the dedication:

Iromi A Secondary Scheool

Mamed atter Dr. A Maroz

Bikurei ha-"Ttim Street No 2

The complete works of 5h Y “Agnon
Criven as a prize

MNamed after the late Dir. Yirmivahu Frankel
te Ui Dravis

Crraduale of the 12th Grade

Who distmpnshed himself

In his studies, his industry and his behaviour
Tel Aviv 14 July 1960,

[0, | speculate that the building was probably leased by the Umversity for
student accommodation from the Salesian order, hence 115 name “Salisiana’,

11 Zwi Cohen, Chiel Assistant to the Thrector of the Manpower [hvision at the
Ministry of Delence was i charge of dealing with cases of conscientious
abjeeton and drafl resistance for almost two decades (early 19505 through early
197708,

12, The current term Lor Palestindans erossing the border illegully inw Tsruel at
the  lne  wos  “Mivanenim” (“InfMitrators™). Throughout  the 19305 many
twsands of unarmed Palestinians were assassinated in cold blood along the
borders. For dewsils on Teeel’s official ‘shoot o kill® policy see Benny Morris,
Twverel s Bowder Woars: 1949-7 056, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1943,

13, Hebrew acronym pronounced Shig: Shin Yud Ouf - Shem Yisrael Qudosh
(the Mame of lsrael 15 Holy) or Shefemim Yereim Qedoshim (Whele, Godfearing,
Holy} or Shalem Yosher Qvdushali (Peace, Integrity, Holiness), An ideological
Esperantist, he insists on  the Esperanto  spelling  Sik oas the
atticial spelling of his name.

14, Kibbutz members do not own their kibbhutz, nor any moveables or
immeovable of their kibbute (other than their sirictly personal belongings). The
legal owners of all colleetive kibbutz and co-operative Moshav senlements is Niv
Shituft. An All Country Cooperative Association for the Settlement of Hebrew
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Waorkers in Tsrael Ltd, which is, in turn, wholly owned by the Histadrir General
Federation «+f Workers in the Land of israel,

15 The letter mentions Nurit Baretzki and her influence on my decision. T met
Nurit Baretzki, then of Fyven Yehudah, when she was @ soldier in Sedeh Boger,
and we maintained contact sometime thereafter. T was still net ready for sex.
Like many of my generation, though thoroughly secular, 1 was raised on Punitan
values regarding sex. Netivah Ben Yehudah lestifies that the majority of her
male fighting comrades in the Pafmah storm troopers in 1948 died sexually
virgin (Netivah Ben Yehudah, (Y48 Hein ha-Sefirot (1948. Between Calendars),
Keter Publishing House, Jerusalem, 1981, p 297).

16 Named after Havivah Reik, one of the 32 Jewish paratroopers from Palestine
dropped by the British behmd enemy Nazi lines in Europe in 1944 to cstiahlish
contacl with Jewish commumitics (10 the Balkan and East European countries).
Havivah Reich together with her [rend Hannah Senes and five other
paratroopers were captured (possibly betrayed) and executed by the Nazis.
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